WeRemember.org Helps Grieving Families Access Important Life Insurance, Financial Information for the Deceased to Prevent Billions of Dollars in Life Insurance from Going Unclaimed
Free, Secure Online Database Provides Peace of Mind by Ensuring that Policies are Claimed and Families are Provided for After Death

CHICAGO (07/09/09) – You’ve taken great care to ensure that your loved ones will be provided for in the event of your death. But, will they be able to locate the proper documents to carry out your wishes designed to help them avoid financial strain in their time of grief? 

Launched today, WeRemember.org is the first and only centralized database created specifically to give people peace of mind in knowing that the preparations they’ve put into place will be directly communicated to their designated beneficiaries upon their death, ensuring that their wishes are carried out, policies are claimed and families are provided for. WeRemember.org stores information about the location of insurance policies and financial documents in a highly secure online environment to prevent policies from being lost forever or going into court. The service is free and available to anyone.

“After working in the life insurance business, we discovered a major flaw in the system – unless your loved ones know where your important documents are, there’s no way for them to inherit your wealth or carry out your wishes,” said Joe Palmer, who co-founded WeRemember.org with his business partner, Tej Shah. “We launched WeRemember.org to provide a free and secure repository for the public to store this important information so that family members will have easy access to the appropriate documents, especially during difficult times.” 

Billions of dollars worth of life insurance policies go unclaimed each year, simply because the beneficiaries don’t know that they exist, often leaving family members struggling after the loss of a loved one. Compounding the problem, insurance companies don’t actively seek out beneficiaries; instead they assume that the insured simply stopped making payments unless someone informs them otherwise. Meanwhile, attorneys rely on family members to contact them or reading the obituaries to know when to execute their clients’ wills.

WeRemember.org solves this problem by allowing members to create and maintain an up-to-date repository of information on the whereabouts of this vital data and have this information communicated to the proper individuals when the time comes, ensuring that members’ well-laid plans are carried out as they wish.

How it Works

WeRemember.org uses a PCI-compliant secure server to store only the most basic information: members enter their name, the companies providing their policies and/or financial investments and the beneficiary’s name and phone number. Social security numbers, policy numbers and policy amounts are optional, affording members the level of privacy they desire and further safeguarding this highly sensitive personal data. 

The WeRemember.org database is regularly matched against the Social Security Administration Death Index, the official record of all deaths reported in the U.S., along with hundreds of other public and government databases. When a match is found, WeRemember.org conducts a rigorous verification process that includes contacting the member’s designated third-party verifier – an individual who is not a family member or beneficiary, but who could verify that the member has passed away. Once the death is confirmed, WeRemember.org contacts the beneficiaries to set the wheels in motion for them to execute the will or claim the policy. WeRemember.org never contacts any beneficiaries prior to members’ passing.

“We offer this service to the public at absolutely no cost because we genuinely care about helping people protect their assets and their families,” Palmer said. “It’s heartbreaking to think that the wealth you’ve worked hard to accumulate and pass on to your family may never be claimed – or worse, go to the state – and you would never know. WeRemember.org ensures that this will not happen and that your beneficiaries receive their inheritance as you intended.”

Members Helping Others

In addition to providing this vital service, WeRemember.org is dedicated to philanthropy, helping to raise funds for numerous non-profit agencies. The site provides a financial and insurance learning center where members can learn about and get quotes from various auto, health and life insurance companies, as well as financial service providers. When members create a quote file, they may select the nonprofit agency of their choice and when they purchase a product from a WeRemember.org partner, a portion of the proceeds are donated to that organization.  

“We are dedicated to being a socially responsible company, and our members love the fact that they can help make a difference by contributing to the non-profit group of their choice, while at the same time ensuring that their family will be taken care of,” Palmer said. “At any given time, WeRemember.org is donating 5% to 20% of gross revenue to nonprofit agencies, and we feel very good about that, especially in this economy when the need is so great.”

For more information or to create a profile, visit www.WeRemember.og.

About WeRemember.org

Founded in December 2008, WeRemember.org is the first and only centralized database created to store individuals’ vital information, including life insurance, financial investments and wills, for retrieval by their loved ones and beneficiaries in the event of their death. The service is free and open to the public. Information is stored in a highly-secure, PCI-compliant database to ensure the protection of personal data. The company is dedicated to philanthropy and donates up to 20% of its gross revenue to nonprofit agencies each year. WeRemember.org is headquartered in Glenview, IL. For more information, visit www.WeRemember.org.
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